PRESS RELEASE – Pinwheels for Prevention!
Huron County joins all 88 Ohio counties in educating communities about child abuse awareness in the month of April.  Pinwheels for Prevention is part of Prevent Child Abuse Ohio’s statewide campaign to promote awareness and prevention of child abuse.  Many people are unaware of how widespread the child abuse problem is and the latest statistics on child abuse are alarming:

· Slightly more than 900,000 children in the United States are determined to be abused or neglected each year.
· Approximately 1,500 children die each year from abuse or neglect

· In 2008 Huron County had 398 maltreatment investigations involving 610 alleged child victims
· 63 children in Huron County received foster care services in 2008

Please take a moment to think about child abuse prevention when you pass the 1800 pinwheels located at the Willard Police Department, Willard Hospital, Huron County Courthouse, Western Reserve School, Monroeville Elementary & High Schools and Job & Family Services.  We also invite you to attend our Pinwheels for Prevention Walk on Saturday, April 25th at the Norwalk Reservoir.  No pre-registration is needed and all are welcome.  The event runs from 10am – 12pm with a petting zoo, popcorn, face painting and fire department smokehouse.  In his proclamation this year, Governor Strickland notes that “every Ohioan has a responsibility to support children and promote safe and stable families across Ohio.”  We can’t agree more with Governor Strickland and are thankful to know that the Huron County Community is committed to preventing child abuse.
